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Matt had sorted me a friends and family ticket
and I had booked for the Historic Religious
Buildings Alliance Conference which started at
1015. So I needed to be on a train about 0730.
I could not sleep so made my way to the station
so early that the car park barriers were still wide
open. The 0447 runs via Nottingham and had
no coffee, but we arrived in London before
0700.

St Peter’s Vauxhall - see the blog

I decided I would head east and do the
Romford-Upminster link I had failed to do the
other day. Circle to Liv Street, time to grab a
coffee, and out on a Clacton train. I was very
good and stopped the desire to have a day at
the seaside. Nice bridge plaque as I walked to
the Upminster bay - with all the technology,
you would think the train would know where it
was going. It was not full!

Upminster, then a standing train back into
London. I debated doing the Barking-Grays
line, but decided to leave this until I have to go
back to do the new Barking-Barking Riverside
line. Change at West Ham to do the Jubilee
line north to Stratford, then back south again,
all the way through to Baker Street.

Back south to Green Park and onto the Victoria
line all the way through to Brixton, then one
stop north to Stockwell to change to the
Northern Line, up to Kennington (nice clock)
and the new branch to Battersea Power Station
station. Only a 10 minute service on this
branch at the moment so I jumped on the next
one out, not having had time to go to the
surface. One stop to Nine Elms - these are huge
buildings - and a 15 minute walk to St Peter’s
Vauxhall for the conference (which was
excellent and remarkably positive). I’ll blog the
church separately - one delegate there said
“you’re Northern Vicar”!

I met my nephew and his fiancée for supper,
then we walked beside the river. Father Thames
is by Stephen Duncan (1988) The walk had
various bits shut off as they build the new
Thames Tideway sewer.

Battersea Power Station station (I like the
second “station”) is impressive too. Back up the
Northern Line, said farewell at Leicester
Square, a bit more tube covered (Northern as
far north as Warren Street, the Victoria back
down to Green Park and up to KX. Midland
back, and I slept very well. I pack a lot in!

St Peter’s Vauxhall on 27 April for a
conference, Historic Religious Buildings
Alliance (which was excellent and remarkably
positive) - one delegate there said “you’re
Northern Vicar”!
Vauxhall Manor originated as part of the
Manor of South Lambet and gets its name from
Faulkes de Breaute who married Margaret de
Redbers in 1216. In 1326 Edward the Black
Prince granted it to the Prior and Covent of
Christ Church, Canterbury. Industry developed
in the C17 with the Duke of Buckingham’s
plate glasshouse, potteries, vinegar, glue and
starch works, then new wharves and depots as
the railways arrived. It was famous for the
Vauxhall Gardens - their heyday was between
1720 and 1760. Peter Whitfield’s lovely book
London, a life in maps, says that “each evening
in summer would see a stream of boats ferrying
their parties to Vauxhall. It was laid out as a
formalised woodland, with arbours and long
walks lit by hundreds of lanterns hung in the
trees; the darker fringes, however, were
‘adopted to all species of gallantry or
vice’” (page 83). By the 1840s it had begun to
look tawdry and was closed in 1859. The land
was soon used for “slums and noxious
industries” to quote the church leaflet.
Father Gregory, the incumbent of St Mary the
Less (the main parish church), accepted the
land for St Peter’s from the developer on
condition that all the seats were free. He, and
others, believed that religious instruction and
the teaching of trade skills were the surest way
of combatting poverty, “the one giving the will
to work, the other the means.” They started
with an art school, opened in 1861, which
would provide designers and artists for
Doulton’s pottery works and draughtsmen for
Maudslay’s steam-engine factory. During the
1870s and 80s they achieved great renown and
many leading sculptors were trained here.
Gregory included an orphanage on site, it was
for the daughters of clergymen and professional
men, who were apprenticed as pupil-teachers rather a clever piece of thinking.
In 1860 Gregory asked the architect John

Loughborough Pearson, who had done the
work on the schools, to draw up plans for the
church. Although his plans had to be scaled
down to what they could afford, most of the
internal decorations went, the essential
elements of the interior space are Pearson’s. It

