
Friday 22 April  RAILWAY 34 
 
After a nice couple of hours in Leek we drove 
north and saw the sign for the Rudyard Lake 
Railway “trains today”. We drove under the 
bridge, had an explore of the village, then 
realised the turn was by the bridge! The line 
runs for about a mile and a half along the 
original route from Macclesfield to Uttoxeter, 
built by the North Staffordshire Railway in 
1850. The Lake was built to provide water for 
the Trent and Mersey Canal, later owned by 
the railways - so they did a lot of work to 
develop tourism. The line closed to passengers 
in 1960 and freight in 1964. Twenty years later 
the first narrow gauge railway was laid along 
this stretch and, over the next nine years, was 
extended to its current length of about 1½ 
miles - 10¼ inch gauge. When the Isle of Mull 
Railway closed in 2011, sadly before I had 
managed to travel it, their assets came here and, 
as I was to find after my train ride, they now 
have an impressive collection of stock. 
 
They were running an hourly service with a 
diesel loco - saving their energy for a steam gala 
at the weekend - so we had time to get J 
established in their café, Morgan would not fit 
in the coaches. I paid my fiver for a ride, and 
very nice it was too. A straight ride up and 
down beside the Lake, but the Lake is beautiful 
and there are a lot of walks I could do. At the 
top end I had a chat with the lad who was 
driving and when we got back to Rudyard 
station he invited me into the shed to have an 
explore. A very pleasant was of spending an 
hour.  










