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Hannah is going up to London, and they are
digging the track up north of Derby. She told
me she needed to be at EMP for 1050, so I
booked a return to Chesterfield, £16.50 first
class, as the trains north were going via Toton. J
came too, with a book to read as she waited for
me. As we drove down the A6 about 1020
darling daughter said “are we nearly there yet?”
as her train was 1025. She missed it, but spun a
tale about her idiot father, and got put on the
next train, in first, with no extra charge! J met
Miles, East Midlands Trains rather uninspiring
mascot. It was less busy travelling north, and I
was offered tea and cake as soon as I got on.
Two bits of new track - the Nottingham line
from Toton South to Trent East, then the
freight line from Trent East to Toton Centre.
Chesterfield was heaving. There are no West
Coast trains out of Euston, so people are
travelling via the Midland. The four coaches
Nottingham-Liverpool was full and standing
before it arrived. Lots of people tried to pile on they were not all successful. I went south again,
in first class splendour - very civilized.
Collecting Julie we drove south to
Loughborough and found a parking space. I
have only ever been to the stations and bell
foundry - the town is lovely. Huge market, large
pedestrianised area, Waterstones, Works and
WHS, nice café, and an antique shop where I
got a 1942 map of Derby and a Ladybird Book.
I tweeted it was a day of Continuing Ministerial
Education. We’ll be back.
Just John Rice and I for Compline - miserable
buggers don’t know what they’re missing! With
Alex and Matt not being particularly well this
week, no one had even changed the altar
frontals for tomorrow - so that was one job I got
done.

