
Thursday 17 March   RAILWAY 29 
 
Alfreton   1244   4.00 
Chesterfield  1256 1305 23.60 
Leeds   1401 1407 
Huddersfield  1425 1449 
Mirfield  1457 1524 
 Via Pontefract Monkhill 
Doncaster  1622 1631 via PM 
Low Moor  1754 1809   4.40 
Manchester Victoria 1905 Tram   1.40 
Manchester Piccadilly Tram 1942      8.50 
Alfreton  2107   
 4.70 was wasted Sheffield to Leeds 
 
Julie and I did Toddlers in the morning as one 
of Caroline’s little darlings has chicken pox and 
the other has covid. C had prepared St Patrick’s 
day crafts. Facebook said it is also the feast day 
of Gertrude, patron saint of cats - so we had a 
cat story. A good time was had by all. 

I had booked an afternoon off to give platelets 
and had booked a train explore - platelets had 
to be cancelled due to my covid, but train-
chasing had to happen. I had a cheap ticket on 
the 1244 to Sheffield, then booked tickets after 
platelets to Leeds and back via Manchester. But 
how to fill the two hours I should have been 
bleeding … . A day return from Chesterfield to 
Huddersfield via Leeds is £23.60 - same price as 
from Sheffield - so I changed onto a Voyager 
which got to Leeds quicker than the NR train I 
was on. I had time to say “hello” to George.  



At Leeds I jumped onto the next train south to 
Hudd and did new track down through 
Dewsbury. No sign of Felix and Bolt the station 
cats, but the daffodils were gorgeous and the 
loo spotless.  

Back to Mirfield (doing the other side of the 
Bradley/Heaton Lodge junction curve) and a 
wait for the GC train to Doncaster. Quite a lot 
came through as I waited. This is one of the few 
trains that goes across to Wakefield - nothing 
left of the marshalling yards at Healey Mills, 
then round through Knottingley and down to 



the ECML via Askern. Class 37 near Wakefield. 
Then GC back again - to do the other side of 
Healey Mills! My ticket had been checked (for 
the first time) as we left Doncaster, and he was 
perfectly happy for me to do this route to 
Huddersfield (or is that from Huddersfield?) - I 
probably should not have stayed on at Mirfield 
and gone across to Brighouse and round to Low 
Fell. I could probably have continued on to 
Bradford before retracing my steps, but decided 
Low Fell was safer.  

I had a cheap 
ticket Leeds to 
Manchester Vic via 
Bradford - just a 
shame that this 
gorgeous part of 
the route was 
traversed in the 
dark. Tram down 
to Piccadilly, then 
another dark/
cheap run across to 
Alfreton. A pretty 
good jaunt.  


