
Saturday 27 November      RAILWAY 24 
 
East Midlands Parkway  0620 
 via Syston curve and Oakham 
Peterborough   0738 0818 
 via Sleaford Avoiding line and Lincoln 
Doncaster   1044 1121 
Sheffield   1148 1200 
East Midlands Parkway 1244 
 
Nottingham - Peterborough  11.00 
Peterborough - Doncaster  33.60   1st 
Doncaster - Sheffield     2.50 
Sheffield - Derby     6.50 
Derby - East Midlands Parkway   5.80 
 
Just over a week ago I realised that ECML 
services were being diverted up the Joint Line, 
including the Sleaford Avoiding Line, and 
managed to persuade The Boss that I could 
have a morning off. Yesterday Storm Arwen hit 
Scotland and the ECML were saying “don’t 
travel” - nothing running north of Newcastle. I 
woke and the weather was cold and damp, sleet 
rather than snow, so I thought I’d have a go.  
 
Couple of minutes late leaving EMP, and this 
one does the curve at Syston north of Leicester - 
first bit of PSUL. Dark all the way across to 
Peterborough, and that was a cold station. 
Interesting to see that the new trains have 
appeared on the service from Ipswich, and there 
was quite a lot of freight through.  



Buses between PB and Doncaster, or one train 
an hour via Lincoln - and first class was a 
reasonable price. We left about 20 minutes 
later. Bacon roll was excellent, but only two 
cups of tea on the whole journey. There’s a 
huge amount of work been done at Werrington 
Junction to build the underpass - which proves 
they should not have shut March to Spalding - 
and a lot of new houses going up in all the 
villages beside the track. North of Spalding the 
weather closed in. We went via the Sleaford 
avoiding line (many years since I’ve done that), 
and continued north through Lincoln and 
Gainsborough. Early into Doncaster. 

The station was heaving, and hardly a mask in 
sight (despite the new Omicron variant which 
arrived in the country yesterday - today’s Matt 
cartoon).  

Bit of a long wait, but I had a cheap ticket (and 
wouldn’t have been earlier home if I’d caught 
an earlier one south to Sheffield). Snow from 
Rotherham to Chesterfield, and some roads in 
the Peak District closed. Change at Sheffield 
and an easy run home. Two tickets was cheaper 
than one through one. Simple drive home - if 
only all train-chasing was this simple.  


