
Monday 16 August     RAILWAY 14 
 
Derby   0522 £14.50  38 
Nottingham 0559 0610 £26.60            
Grantham 0640 0728            287 
Edinburgh 1113 
 Edinburgh trams - St Andrew Square to 
 Airport to York Place - £9.00 
Edinburgh  1652 £11.70           101 
Carlisle 1808 1846 £21.50           141 
Crewe  2042 2120   50 
Derby  2232 
 £74.30 + tram   miles 617 
 
There are two exhibitions I want to see this 
summer - Thomas Becket at the Brit Mus and 
The Galloway Hoard in Edinburgh. The first is 
not cheap, the second is free. London fares are 
not cheap either, so let’s go north. I went for 
the earliest train from Derby, which then went 
through from Nottingham (under the cranes) to 
Grantham, as the next one gets in only 8 
minutes before the main line train north. (In 
fact I could have caught it and made the 
connection - it doesn’t connect with the arrival 
from the south, nor one that just arrives from the north as it departs). Nice to watch the sun 

rise over the Trent, and I had time for coffee at 
Grantham. Nice stained glass windows in the 
waiting room on the island platform.  



The train north was quite full, but I had four 
seats to myself. They now have an app so you 
can order your tea to be delivered to your seat. I 
waved at Durham, Newcastle, enjoyed the 
Northumberland coast, and on into Scotland.  



In Edinburgh I headed up the steps to 
the Royal Mile, which was full. I 
realised it was 40 years since we first 
visited for the Festival. I had booked 
the National Museum of Scotland for 
11.30 and was in on time. First stop, 
the Galloway Hoard Exhibition. I had 
watched some youtube stuff, including 
an hour’s lecture, and it was well 
worth visiting. Beautiful objects, well 
displayed. I spent several hours in the 
museum, and said Hello to Wylam 
Dilly and the Lewis chessmen as well.  



I wandered up to the Castle, but these days you 
have to book. I headed downhill, but the city 
was fuller than I liked. I decided that a ride on 
the tram was safer. They run every 7 minutes so 
I enjoyed a haul to the airport and back. Still 
looking good, and well used - new offices going 
up and links to the new Edinburgh Park 
station. The line is, finally, being extended to 
Leith.  

I then killed some time with a book, and then 
had to kill more as the train was late arriving in 
from London - I was returning on the West 
Coast. They managed a turn round in about 
five minutes, and it was full as we headed south.  
We were late into Carlisle, and then had to get 
over the bridge. The next Pendolino south 
(from Glasgow) was also late, and they had the 
police waiting. Obviously it had been difficult. 
It was emptier heading south, but we were even 
later into Crewe. Then the EMR unit home - 
and I was glad to get there. It was a long day! 


