
Thursday 5 August   RAILWAY 11 
 
Halfway    1238 
Castle Square   1318 1316 
Meadowhall Interchange 1334 1339 
Meadowhall South/Tinsley 1343 1344 
Parkgate (via Rotherham) 1355 1359 
Cathedral   1425 1432 
Malin Bridge   1450 1452 
Hillsborough   1455 1514 
Middlewood   1520 1525 
Cathedral   1546 1726 
Gleadless Townend  1746 1754 
Manor Top/Elm Tree  1758 1759 
Herdings Park   1808 1820 
Gleadless Townend  1824 1828 
Crystal Peaks   1842 
 
I drove north up the M1 and parked at Halfway 
Park and Ride. £4.40 for an all system ticket - 
not bad for a network of 18 miles (so I must 
have done at least 36 miles). I don’t usually 
park at Halfway as it is a long haul into town, 
but there are some lovely views down into the 
valley - you can see why the early railway 
engineers avoided the town. No good views of 
the railway as you come down past the station 
and then do the triangular junction up into the 
centre.  
 
A quick change took me up to Meadowhall, 
then straight back one station to Meadowhall 
South/Tinsley (photo) and another quick 
change onto the Rotherham Tram Train 
branch (top photo). I did this only a couple of 
years ago, and was amazed at the high 
specification (and therefore high cost) of the 
extension. Straight back at Parkgate (photo) and 
into town. I changed at the Cathedral (photo)
and went up to Malin Bridge (photo top of next 
page). Then back to Hillsborough (photo) 
where there is a Costa next to the station (and a 
loo). I sat with my latte and watched a 
Middlewood tram leave, then caught the next 
one. The route from the centre up to 
Middlewood, which we often travelled to Harry 
and Sarah’s, is looking very forlorn - nearly all 
the little shops are shut. Back into town, and 
my platelets flowed.  
 



The Herdings Park branch was the last one I 
needed to do, and trams are only half hourly. I 
caught a Halfway tram to Gleadless, then 
double back instead of standing in the cold, 
and finally onto an Herdings Park tram. It feels 
a rural branch, though it isn’t (photos) Back to 
Gleadless (photo) and the final tram back to 
Halfway. I phoned Julie to say I was on the last 
lap. I was about to email Alex and tell him I 
had a day chasing trams with no problems, then 
we stopped at Crystal Peaks and were told the 
tram in front of us had failed, and we were 
going no further. There was no “onward travel 
advice” so I decided to walk. It was only a mile, 
though there wasn’t a path for part of it. Two 
trams passed me heading back into town, and 
the terminus was empty - so they must have got 
it moving again. As I arrived at Halfway another 
tram pulled in and went to the end of the track, 
then a second one (in service) pulled in. O well, 
the walk did me good. 
 
I drove back down the M1 and got fish and 
chips on the way home. An excellent day.  


