
Saturday 15 May  RAILWAY 3 
 
Frodsham    1244 
Liverpool Lime Street  1319 1331 
West Kirby   1405 1419 
Conway Park   1442 1450 
New Brighton   1506 1516 
Birkenhead Hamilton Square 1534 1544 
James Street   1547 1557 
Chester   1639 1652 
Frodsham   1705 
 
Frodsham to West Kirby CDR 8.40 
Liverpool to New Brighton CDR 4.35 
 
We drove across to Jeremy and Sue’s, then he 
and I drove off in the rain to have a train ride. I 
have decided I need to start colouring in the 
Rail Atlas for the third time. Frodsham is an 
attractive station with the main building in use. 
It was opened in 1850, and is Grade II listed. 
The Goods’ Shed is empty, so perhaps we could 
live in the station and use the shed for Madam’s 
library - sadly she wouldn’t cope with the 
footbridge to get there. We waited in the rain 
and then a class 150 arrived bound for 
Liverpool. We set off, and went round the 
Halton curve to bring us onto the main line. 
The regular service on this line was withdrawn 
in 1975, seasonal trains ran until 1994, and 
then they ran a once-a-walk train to save the 
cost of closing it. I had done it before, many 
years ago. Now it has a regular service from 
Chester to Liverpool (run by Transport for 
Wales, I make no comment).  
 
Over the Runcorn Bridge, which reminded me 
of my jaunt down the Manchester Ship Canal 
as a guest to the Royal Navy, and into Liverpool 
- you enter Lime Street through the deep Olive 
Mount cutting on the historic Liverpool and 
Manchester Railway, an amazing engineering 
achievement from 1830. Down to the low level 
station. I like the way that the sign still tells you 
to go to Chester “for London”, the Great 
Western still takes precedence over the LMS. 
 
Merseyrail 508 units are coming to the end of 
their lives. They were built in York 1979-80 - an 
earlier variant, the 313s, were what I used to 



travel to London on in my Library College days. 
The circle under the city was built in 1977 and 
trains run clockwise before crossing the Mersey. 
We caught the first train through which took us 
to West Kirby. We had also purchased a return 
from Liverpool to New Brighton so we could do 
both branches. I remember that when I did it 
with Phil in my school days the Edmondson 
card tickets were labelled “New Brighton or 
West Kirby”, so we did both. The line was 
opened in 1878, built by the Wirral Railway 
(who ran from Birkenhead Park) and West 
Kirby station was rebuilt twenty years later. The 
art deco platform awning was added in the 
1930s. There’s a café as part of the station, with 
a long queue, but another cafe across the road 
had a shorter queue. Tea was purchased.  
 
Back towards Liverpool. Many of the stations  
along the line have a 1930s feel, as the LMS 
electrified from Birkenhead Park to West Kirby 
in 1938. Trains from WK just miss trains to 
New Brighton, so we went on a bit further, 
changing at Conway Park. That was a mistake. 
There are 99 steps from the platform to the 
concourse bridge - there are lifts too, so we rode 
up and walked down. Conway Park is a newer 
addition, opened in 1998 (in the days when we 
invested in public transport). The New 
Brighton line opened in 1888. The station is 
covered in scaffolding, but the loo was open 
(for this relief much thanks) and it has its own 
sailor. On the platform we had a chat with the 
driver of the smart yellow unit - he is not 
expecting the new 777 units to start coming in 
before the end of the year. Also running late are 
the Vivarail units  which will run down to 
Wrexham - there were two sat in Birkenhead 
d e p o t , 
but the 
s e r v i c e 
w a s 
b e i n g 
operated 
by a 153.  
 
 
 
 
 



Our plans were to head into Liverpool and 
round the loop, then change to go out to 
Chester. Then we thought we should forego the 
loop and change at Birkhead Hamilton Square. 
We got off our train, changed platforms, and 
then realised that the junction is to the east of 
the station so there would be a few yards we 
missed. Back to the original platform and under 
the river to James Street. When we changed 
platform here we realised that platform 2, the 
one opposite platform 3 for Chester, is on the 
link to the Northern line, a link which does not 
have a passenger service. That link is the 
original track - the Mersey Railway opened in 
1886, running from Liverpool Central under 
the river to Birkenhead Park and to Rock Ferry. 
It was electrified in 1903. Apparently James 
Street and Hamilton Square are the world’s first 
two lift-accessed stations. Platform 2 has some 
interesting art work - “Dream Passage” by Tim 
Chalk and Paul Grime, 1992. 

Back under the river on a Chester train. At Rock 
Ferry we moved onto what was originally the 
Chester and Birkenhead Railway of 1840 
(engineer George Stephenson). For many years 
the GWR ran their London expresses from 
Paddington to Birkenhead Woodside for the 
“ferry across the Mersey” - you didn’t think we’d 
get away without singing that? As you travel 
south you can still see where there were a lot of 
freight lines once serving the docks. Through 
Port Sunlight, which is a place I’ve never visited - 
must come back.  



Chester is a very bitty station. We came in at 
the end of one platform on the north side, and 
our TfW unit was waiting at the other end. We 
passed through Helsby - must return to do the 
PSUL service to Ellesmere Port. We alighted at 
Frodsham in the sun, so we had completed a 
very satisfactory circle, with a couple of 
branches added on. A good afternoon for 
£12.75. Can you explain why it would have cost 
£18.00 if we had done Frodsham to New 
Brighton (12.40) and Liverpool to West Kirby 
(5.60)? 
 
As we drove back there was a lovely view across 
the Cheshire Plain with the sun catching the 
telescope at Jodrell Bank. After supper we had a 
good drive home - and finished sorting out 
Sunday we falling into bed.  
 
 



Here are Jeremy’s photos 
Lime Street, West Kirby, New Brighton 
James Street, Chester 


