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 Sir Percy Llewellyn Hunting (1885-1973) 

 

 Sir Percy Llewellyn Hunting was a shipping and aviation entrepreneur.  He 

was chairman of the Hunting Group of Companies from 1927 to 1960.  In 

1938 the group acquired a shareholding in the Aircraft Operating Company 

and its subsidiary, Aerofilms Ltd.  After the Second World War, under the 

Hunting banner, Aerofilms Ltd were involved with air photographic surveys, 

interpretation and mapping, remote sensing, geological work and other 

specialisms. 

 

Percy was born in Newcastle upon Tyne on the 6th March 1885, one of nine 

children, and the oldest surviving son of Charles Samuel Hunting (1853-1921), a 

steamship owner, and Agnes Mona (née Arthur) (1855-1928).  He was educated 

at Loretto School and, when he was eighteen, he was sent to Paris, to perfect his 

French.  On his return he was apprenticed to the North Eastern Engineering 

Company at Wallsend-on-Tyne and went on to study Marine Engineering at 

Armstrong College, now University of Newcastle upon Tyne.  In 1910, when he 

had completed his training, Percy married Dorothy Edith Birkett and they had 

two sons: Charles (1910-1993) and Richard (1913-1941).  In 1941 Richard, 

Percy’s younger son, was lost in the sinking of HMS Repulse off the Malayan 

coast.  Dorothy died in 1958 and Percy married Evelyn Marion Birkett in 1960.  

She died in 1978 (Robertson, 2004). 

 

Hunting & Son, Newcastle, had been formed in 1874 when Charles Hunting 

purchased the sailing ship Sylvia.  In 1891 the company became Hunting and 

Son and was one of the first to carry bulk oil: their first oil tanker was built in 

1893.  In 1912, Percy and his younger brother, Gerald Lindsay Hunting, were 

sent to USA, Canada and Mexico to identify new business opportunities.  They 

were particularly interested in oil and their investigations led to a new discovery 
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of oil in Texas.  The shipping of oil was a line of business in which the Huntings 

were to make their mark after the First World War (Mariners List, 2013). 

 

In 1914 Percy was commissioned into the 4th Territorial Battalion of The 

Northumberland Fusiliers but, in 1916, he and Lindsay were both seconded to 

the Royal Flying Corps.  Percy served in Mesopotamia and had a distinguished 

military career, being twice mentioned in despatches and reports for 

distinguished services rendered (Supplement to The London Gazette, 1918:9205). 

 

At the end of the war, when Percy and Lindsay returned home, they found that 

the family business had suffered from enemy action and only two of their ships 

were still afloat.  Consequently, after their father died in 1921, they decided to 

expand their interests into aviation as a means of prospecting for and 

investigating the world’s natural resources, and built up aircraft repair and 

servicing companies in Britain, Canada and Africa.  They also developed interests 

in light engineering, paint manufacturing and oil broking in the City of London 

(Robertson, 2004). 

 

In 1938 Huntings acquired a shareholding in Aircraft Operating Company and its 

subsidiary, Aerofilms, enabling the group to move into aerial survey and 

mapping.  This initially minor shareholding became complete control in 1942.  

At first their work was under government control and devoted to war work but, 

after 1945, Hunting Aerosurveys Ltd were able to focus on vertical air 

photographic surveys, interpretation and mapping, geophysical, soil, forestry and 

mineral surveys in Britain, Canada, Africa, Australasia and Antarctica, while 

Aerofilms continued to produce the oblique photographs (Robertson, 2004). 

 

In 1938 Huntings also took a small shareholding in Rollasons, a small aircraft 

servicing company based at Croydon airport.  This became a majority holding in 
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1939 when Percy realised the impact that a war would have on the aircraft 

industry.  The company expanded at Croydon and a new factory was opened in 

Llanberis in north Wales to manufacture airframe components for a variety of 

military aircraft.  By 1944 Huntings had acquired Percival Aircraft Ltd of Luton, 

enabling them to move into the manufacture of complete aircraft (Robertson, 

2004). 

 

In the post-war years the Hunting Group was prominent in aircraft design and 

manufacture and developed into one of the most diversified commercial 

companies under British control.  The redevelopment and industrial expansion 

at this time were lucrative for both Aerofilms and Hunting Surveys. 

 

Percy Hunting was active in various organisations connected with the shipping 

industry.  From 1934 to 1950 he was deputy chairman of the International 

Tanker Owner Association, he was both chairman and vice-chairman of the 

British Chamber of Shipping: Oil Tankers Committee and chairman of the Tramp 

Tanker Committee from 1940 to 1943.   He retired as chairman of the Hunting 

group of companies in 1960 and was knighted in the same year (Supplement to 

The London Gazette, 1960:3974).   

 

He died in January 1973 (The Times, 1973). 
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