Facebook Ramblings – 16 to 31 October 2020
Friday 16 October
Thank you everyone for so many positive vibes after yesterday's fire. It is appreciated.
If life was normal, I would have hired a skip this weekend, and suggested a community clear
up party. There would have been lots of cake!
But we are in a world of PPE, risk assessments, social distancing, and no sharing of cake. I
have therefore booked someone to come and do the work, and we'll pay them. We are insured
and we have a claim to make for stonework repairs etc, so we might as well get it sorted.
(We'll pay the insurance excess at some point in the future, that's not today's problem).
We have a wedding at St Matthew's tomorrow - Will tells me he has a Penguin Suit to wear,
and no doubt Karen has a new dress, so I'd better polish my shoes and brush my hair.
Then services at St Eds and St Matts at 10 am on Sunday and we have Choral Evensong at St
Matts at 6 for the first time in several months. There won't be hymns and only the choir can
sing, but if you want some peace and quiet in this mad world of ours, I highly recommend it.
Sunday is also the Feast of St Luke, the patron saint of doctors, so come and say "Thank you
NHS" as we worship.

Saturday 17 October
One of the places on my wish list to visit is New Zealand. I would like to follow in the
footsteps of George Augustus Selwyn, the first Bishop of that diocese. Selwyn College (and
therefore Selwyn the cat) is named after him. If you want beautiful music, go on to youtube
and search for "Selwyn College choir" - they are stunning. I was never good enough to join!
George Augustus Selwyn was born in 1809, educated at Cambridge and ordained as curate of
Windsor. In 1841 he was made the first Bishop of New Zealand and remained there for
twenty-seven years, during the first years travelling when few roads or bridges existed. In the
wars between colonists and Maoris he stood out heroically for Maori rights, at the cost of
fierce attacks from both sides and grave personal danger in his efforts to part the warriors,
until later he was revered as one of the founders of New Zealand as well as of its Church. He
taught himself to navigate and gathered congregations in the Melanesian Islands. In 1868 he
was persuaded to become the Bishop of Lichfield in England and died there in 1878.

New Zealand is in the news today as Jacinda Ardern and her Labour Party have won an
outright majority and will govern for another three years. I am sure she is not perfect, and nor
is her party, but the BBC tells me that "Ms Ardern, who dubbed the poll "the Covid election',
pledged to instil more climate-friendly policies, boost funding for disadvantaged schools and
raise income taxes on top earners." She'd get my vote!
Julie has been following the Conference of the Women's Equality Party all weekend - our
daughter Hannah is one of the party's Deputy Leaders. There are some incredible women in
politics in this country too.

Sunday 18 October
A good morning's worship as we celebrated St Luke, prayed for our health services, and
asked God's blessing on them. I was at St Matthew's in Darley Abbey, and we also gave
thanks for all the support we got after the fire last week.
I ended my sermon by quoting the David Kindersley Memorial Tablet in the foyer at
Addenbrooke's Hospital in Cambridge. It has a quote from Idris Shah, a teacher in the Islamic
Sufi tradition. “It will pass, whatever it is”.
I’ve walked past that plaque on many occasions in the hospital as a Chaplain, a patient, a son,
a husband, a dad, and I've pondered. It seems a very good text for where we are now. “It will
pass, whatever it is”.
This evening we continue our worship with Choral Evensong at 6 pm at St Matthew's Darley
Abbey. The choir will sing, the rest of us can use the silence and the music to find peace in
this mad world of ours'. There is, of course, a limit on numbers, but I expect we'll have space
for all who want to attend - and you will be very welcome.
In other news, National Churches Trust has released a report "House of Good" which has
branded the nation’s church buildings a ‘National Help Service’ after finding they provided
£12.4 billion worth of essential social and economic support to local communities during the
12 months up until May 2020.
"The report found that church buildings are a ready-made network of responsive hubs
providing increasing levels of care and wellbeing to local communities throughout the UK.
The majority of churches found a way to provide community support during the COVID-19
pandemic but the report warns that many of their buildings are under threat, especially in

towns and cities where they deliver the most value, as support for essential maintenance and
repair from government and other funding bodies dries up."
You can read the report at https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/news/house-good-0
It would be good to see every bishop, cleric, church member and diocesan press officer
publicising this report - it is good news to shout about. Thanks NCT.

Monday 19 October
A day to meet good friends at National Trust - Baddesley Clinton. Phone conversations are
great, but it really is good to meet people properly - and you realise how special some
friendships are.
I want a house with a moat. Not quite sure what the Diocesan Property Department would say
if we got a spade out and started digging.
In Bury St Edmunds we had a house with a greenhouse and a vine. Sadly it was a greenhouse
that needed a lot of money spent on it, and we never managed that. We should be able to
manage a display of dahlias. Every year the Vicarage garden is better than the year before with thanks to the wonderful Debbie.
NT catering let us down - no pasties available at lunchtime, and there is a limit to the amount
of cake I can eat. Baddesley has an extensive second hand bookshop, but it's currently closed.
I must admit a little bit of me was grateful Northern Reader couldn't buy yet more books.

Tuesday 20 October
Thank you for the Dad's Army Covid tiers - this is the picture I wanted. These stories are so
much part of my youth - filmed in Norfolk from 1968 to 1977 with a total of 80 episodes.
There is now a "Dad's Army" exhibition at Bressingham in Norfolk - a place where they
combine steam engines and beautiful gardens. What more does a man need?
My favourite episode is the one where the Royal Train comes through Warmington. I'd love a
go on a pump trolley like this. I've not had a visit to the North Norfolk Railway for years.
Time to go back.
Thank you for the Nora Batty Covid tiers. "Last of the Summer Wine", another TV show that
was part of my teenage years. I've never really explored that part of Yorkshire - somewhere
else to go when all this is over.
Thank you for Kenneth Williams Covid tiers. "Carry On" films probably made the man I am
today! "Infamy, infamy, they've all got it in for me."
You have to laugh, otherwise you would cry.

Wednesday 21 October
Somehow I seem to have produced rather amazing children, and one of them has made it onto
the Shaw Trust Power 100 List. She is one of the 100 most influential disabled people in the
UK - http://disabilitypower100.com/
Proud daddypops!
Last year we went to the presentation at the House of Lords. It has to be said that getting
quite so many wheelchairs through the security gates was an interesting experience. It was
worth it for the view from the Terrace.
Probably a good thing I'm not in the Houses of Parliament today. I would have lost my
temper with those who decided it is acceptable for certain people to be made Peers (right
wing former cricketers, people who cannot run track and trace, the former PM's husband, the
current PM's brother), but refuse to include the former Archbishop of York on the list. Of
course the colour of his skin has nothing to do with it. I am glad to see that ++Stephen, the
new Archbishop, has tweeted his annoyance at this - I hope that there is more than just twitter
anger. The Church is supposed to stand for justice.
I would also have lost my temper this evening with those who have voted against free school
meals over the half term and Christmas holidays. I know we are struggling, I know there are
many demands on resources - but really? As Marcus Rushford said "This is not politics, this
is humanity."
My anger is personal. While my daughter is being a doctor, Harry works for Foodcycle,
working with his team to feed those who are hungry. (He tells me he won't send me a photo
of him in a kitchen wearing a fancy hair net). He did.

Thursday 22 October
We went down to National Memorial Arboretum this afternoon and had a good walk. Lovely
to find the Scout Memorial, and make our way up to the Wall (the Armed Services
Memorial). The weather was gorgeous, we did several miles, and the autumn leaves were
looking good.
They have Halloween Children's Activities next week which, from some of the advanced
posters, look slightly more wholesome than many of them are. I'm not a great fan of ghosties
and ghoulies and long-legged beasties and things that go bump in the night. If anyone goes,
I'd like a copy of their leaflet.
Derby Cathedral also have some children and family activities next week as well - which
might be worth a look if you're trying to entertain the little darlings in half term week. Send
some nice photos!
Remembrance is vitally important, but this year is going to be very different. The Royal
British Legion are encouraging us to "take part in remote and socially distanced
Remembrance activity, whether that be watching the service on television or pausing for the
Two Minute Silence in their home or on their doorsteps."
Government guidance says that Ceremonies at Memorials must be “short and focussed on
wreath laying”. “Event organisers should keep numbers to a minimum ... [and] should take
reasonable steps to ensure the public attend alone, or do not mix in groups larger than 6 when
in an outdoor public space (unless they are from one household/support bubbles). Organisers
must take reasonable steps to minimise wider public viewing".
I have spent 25 years encouraging people to stand at War Memorials and remember. This
year I shall discourage the first, but continue to encourage the second. We are going to have
to re-think the plans we had made, but let's see what happens over the next week, there's still
a lot that can change. We have printed the service, and the list of names for each village, in
the Magazines - which is a start.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them.

Friday 23 October
Clearing the desk so we can have a few days off over half term. You may not get a facebook
post every day - so far I've only missed one since Friday 20 March. If you want to see what
I've written, they are all archived on my website - www.northernvicar.co.uk
Lockdowns starting, life is difficult. I have just spoken to one Cathedral musician (not in
Derby) who received his P45 today, and other friends are fearful for their futures. Love to
you all - we're at the end of a phone if you need a chat.
I was disappointed (you see, I can be polite) to see that both the Allestree and the Darley
Abbey MPs voted against the Marcus Rashford amendment. Gifts for the food bank can be
left in Primrose's Bookshed at the Vicarage, and we'll be collecting from both churches on
Sunday 1 November.
At St Matthew's the builders have been in and cleared the site of last week's fire. We will
need stonework work, new rainwater goods, paintwork sorted, etc, etc. Thanks for all the
offers of help. The clever Caroline Audley, our great church administrator, has worked out
how to put "Donation" buttons on the front page of our church website
- www.stedsandstmatts.co.uk.
So, if you would like to donate to help either church, please do. It works through 'sumup', the
firm that provides the contactless giving machines in our churches, and you can gift aid your
donations.
We need to smile - so let's go to Trumpton. Pugh, Pugh, Barney McGrew, Cuthbert, Dibble,
Grubb. Diddle-le-dum, diddle-le-dum, dum, di, diddle-le-dum.
Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sc-9zrBeVhU
and feel better.
So, enjoy half term, and take a lesson from Selwyn.

Monday 26 October
The Northumberland Police Headquarters was in my previous parish of Ponteland. For
several years they came to us for their Carol Service. One year they had arranged for a
Scottish bagpipe player to stand by the church door and play as we arrived. In my welcome I
pointed out that St Mary’s had been attacked by the Scots on several occasions in the past,
and I told the Chief Constable it was her job to keep the Scots out, not invite them in.
The HQ is closed (or at least being run down), and there is a new housing estate going up on
the site. Lots and lots of new houses going up, and someone on the Council, or one of the
developers, has a sense of humour. Look at the street names.
My wife is rather a detective-series addict and she could tell me who wrote each of these
characters. Then she usually said “I’ve got those on dvd”. If we start with Inspector Lynley,
then continue with Midsomer Murders, that’ll keep us occupied for a few months.

Friday 30 October
We have been up in Northumberland for the last few days - a cottage in the middle of
nowhere on Hadrian's Wall. Cottage was nice, but wi-fi was wobbly, hence the lack of
facebook posts. If you're really good you'll get some Northern-themed posts over the next few
days.
We went to Beamish Museum yesterday. One of my favourite places. No trams out at the
moment, but they have a great collection of buses. Morgan meant getting round the site was
easier than it has been in the past, and we had a good explore.
Highlight were the fish and chips - cooked on a proper coal-fired range. Memories of Idris
the dragon heating the range in Mrs Thomas' fish and chip shop. (The might of google can't
find me the picture of this, so we'll have Idris in Eli the Baker's oven).
I see that Ivor appeared on set of stamps ten years ago. It's Northern Reader's birthday later
this week. If I buy my beloved Welsh Dragon stamps for a birthday present, do you think I'll
get away with it?

Saturday 31 October
I started the day in a wet cemetery, and I intend to spend the rest of the day on a nice warm
sofa. We've just watched "Top Hat" with Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. I had forgotten the
scene where he drives the Hansom Cab over Westminster Bridge and you get a lovely view
of London trams - I can't find a photo of that scene, but I feel a research project coming on.
The singing and dancing are, of course, wonderful, but the one-liners make me smile too.
Ginger Rogers says to Helen Broderick (Madge) about her husband, "He chased me in the
park". Madge replies "I didn’t know he was capable of that much activity."
Madge also has two wonderful lines:
"When you’re as old as I am, you take your men as you find them – if you can find them" and
"Despite the fact that all men are male, there is no feeling better than having a good reliable
husband."
My favourite line must be the one that Fred utters "All is fair in love and war, and this is
revolution."
I'll let this mad world circle around me. When I finish all the Fred and Ginger films, I'll start
on my Hollywood Musicals box, and then - in tribute to Sean Connery - I'll start on James
Bond. (And if Northern Reader complains, I have plenty of London tram DVDs).

